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cophornio, however, bursting as he was, knew too well
to allow the new novel to be- made the subject of discus-
sion. Its name was announced, and success to it crowned
another cup; but after that, no more of Jedediah. To
cut the thread, he rolled out unbidden some one of his
many theatrical songs, in a style that would have done
no dishonor to almost any orchestra — The Maid of Lodi
— or perhaps, The Bay of Biscay, O! — or The Sweet
Little Cherub that Sits up Aloft. Other toasts followed,
interspersed with ditties from other performers; — old
George Thomson, the friend of Burns, was ready, for
one, with The Moorland Wedding, or Willie Brew'd a
Peck o' Maut; — and so it went on, until Scott and Er-
skine, with any clerical or very staid personage that had
chanced to be admitted, saw fit to withdraw. Then the
scene was changed. The claret and olives made way for
broiled bones and a mighty bowl of punch; and when a
few glasses of the hot beverage had restored his powers,
James opened ore rotundo on the merits of the forthcom-
ing romance. "One chapter, one chapter only," was the
cry. After "JVay, "by'r Lady> nay!" and a few more
coy shifts, the proof sheets were at length produced, and
James, with many a prefatory hem, read aloud what he
considered as the most striking dialogue they contained.
The first I heard so read was the interview between
Jeanie Deans, the Duke of Argyle, and Queen Caroline,
in Richmond Park; and notwithstanding some spice of
the pompous tricks to which he was addicted, I must say
he did the inimitable scene great justice. At all events,
the effect it produced was deep and memorable, and no
wonder that the exulting typographer's one "bumper more
to Jedediah CleisKbotham preceded his parting stave,
which was uniformly The Last Words of Marmion, ex-
ecuted certainly with no contemptible rivalry of Braham.
What a different affair was a dinner, although prob-
ably including many of the same guests, at the junior
partner's! He in those days retained, I think, no pri-

